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THE BIGGEST TRADE FINANCE SELFIE

ITPP Whatsapp Group or selfie@tradefinanceglobal.com
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The running order

1. Introduction to ITPP - Deepesh Patel, TFG

2. An introduction to TFG - Mark Abrams, TFG

3. Overview of ITPP

4. Community Guidelines and Objectives of ITPP

5. Part 1 - Writer cohort and guidelines

6. Part 2 - An Introduction to LIBF and courses overview - Alex Gray, LIBF

7. Part 3 - Invitation to join ITFA Emerging Leaders

8. Timelines and Next Steps
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Mark Abrams

Director, Trade Finance

Trade Finance Global
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Who are Trade Finance Global?

Trade Finance Global (TFG) is the leading trade finance platform. We 
assist companies to access trade and receivables finance facilities 
through our relationships with 270+ banks, funds and alternative 
finance houses.

Our award winning educational resources serve an audience of 
120k+ monthly readers in print & digital formats across 187 
countries, covering insights, guides, research, magazines, podcasts 
and video.
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International Trade 
Professionals Programme

During the current uncertain times, this programme will be 
providing opportunities to trade professionals to get free 
training, build their reputation, and create outstanding 
content working with the TFG editorial team:

1. Opportunity to write for Trade Finance Global and 
have an author profile built for you

2. All participants will be invited to join ITFA Emerging 
Leaders

3. Top writers will be enrolled onto a trade finance 
course, certified by LIBF
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What’s in it for you?

Reputation

Boost your professional reputation as a 
leader in trade. You’ll be a published author 
and part of the ITPP’s 2020 cohort

Networking

You’ll have a TFG Author Profile built for 
you, and become a member of ITFA 
Emerging Leaders, a global network of 
trade professionals

Learning 

Brush up your skills by working with our 
editorial team to write about a trade niche – 
shared with our global trade community

Training

The top 10 writers (judged externally) will 
be enrolled onto a trade finance course, 
certified by The London Institute of Banking 
& Finance
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Community Guidelines 
and Objectives of ITPP

The ITPP cohort aims to be a professional, informative and 
supportive community where people can share their passion, 
perspective and insights into global trade, as well as interact, 
communicate and debate with like minded professionals from 
all around the world! We aim to make trade education 
available to all, removing the barriers of trade finance, by 
providing insights, thought leadership and great content, 
showcasing the community across TFG’s platform and 
beyond.
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Community Guidelines

Be Kind and Courteous

We're all in this together to create a welcoming 
environment. Let's treat everyone with respect. Healthy 
debates are natural, but kindness is required.

No Promotions or Spam

Give more than you take to this group. Self-promotion, 
spam and irrelevant links aren't allowed.

No Hate Speech or Bullying 

Make sure everyone feels safe. Bullying of any kind isn't 
allowed, and degrading comments about things like race, 
religion, culture, sexual orientation, gender or identity 
will not be tolerated.

Respect Everyone's Privacy

Please do not privately communicate, call, message, or 
‘add’ other members of ITPP outside of the official groups 
that TFG have set up, unless you have their express 
permission and consent in advance. If as a community 
member you find anyone doing this, please let one of the 
admins of the group know immediately.
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Part 1 - Writer cohort and guidelines

You’ll be working hand in hand with one of TFG’s editorial team to plan, scope and produce a journalistic piece of content 
on a pre-agreed topic within international trade and finance. This could be an essay on structured LCs, your own research 
on trade flows, an opinion piece on blockchain for trade or an educational piece on trade credit insurance.

Once we've agreed a topic, our team will be on hand to help you edit, improve and refine your article. Once this is done, 
your piece will be published on Trade Finance Global. The top articles (at TFG's discretion) will also be published in print in 
Trade Finance Talks (magazine).

● An author profile created for you on Trade Finance Global
● Editorial help from our TFG experts
● Your work published to 120k monthly readers
● Articles promoted across our social channels (100k impressions / month) and email (30k database)
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Let’s make ‘trade’ fun again

● Subject matter / topic
● Objective - education and awareness, specific insights, trending topics
● Don’t plagiarise - ever! Use ‘Grammarly’
● Make your content beautiful - images, diagrams, videos
● Talk to people - research, call, collate information. Respect on-record / off-record

Trending and Inspiring Topics

● What is DeFi and why is everyone talking about it?
● Global trade declines to $18.1 trillion in 2019, and risk profile of trade products is likely to increase
● SWIFT Messaging Types for Guarantees - A 101 Beginners Guide
● Is DLT the holy grail for standardisation?
● Why Letters of Credit aren’t working for buying PPE
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Inspirational Outlets

● https://www.weforum.org/
● https://techcrunch.com/
● https://tradexplain.com/ 
● https://www.finextra.com/
● https://www.economist.com/

Other Sources

● Podcasts (Spotify / iTunes)
● YouTube
● Google Trends
● Trade Finance Global (!)
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Guidelines - All available on the hub
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Making your voice heard...
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Alex Gray

Head of Trade & Transaction Banking, 

The London Institute of Banking & 
Finance (LIBF)
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Part 2 - LIBF courses

The top 10 winners will receive access to one of the six trade 
and transaction banking courses provided by The London 
Institute of Banking & Finance (LIBF). Participants on the 
programme can choose their preferred course. This includes 
the study materials, examination and certification. Each 
winner will receive access to one of the following courses:
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CDCS

Certificate for Documentary Credit Specialists (CDCS®)

Level 4 Certificate for Documentary Credit Specialists (CDCS®) – 
601/1159/8

The Certificate for Documentary Credit Specialists (CDCS) is a 
professional qualification that is recognised worldwide as a 
benchmark of competence for international practitioners.

The CDCS has been developed in consultation with industry 
experts to make sure that the qualification reflects best practice. 
It was created by the International Financial Services Association 
(IFSA) and The London Institute of Banking & Finance and was 
first examined in 1999. CDCS is now managed by The London 
Institute of Banking & Finance in partnership with the 
International Chamber of Commerce (ICC).

Certificate in International Trade and Finance (CITF)

This is an international trade certification that improves your 
technical knowledge and teaches you how to apply this 
knowledge to real situations. LIBF has developed the Level 3 
qualification in consultation with trade finance experienced 
specialists.

CITF improves your knowledge of the products, documents, 
trade terms, roles and responsibilities that underpin international 
trade and finance. The CITF qualification also helps you develop a 
basic understanding of fraud prevention and risk in trade finance.

CITF is a Level 3 qualification registered with Ofqual in the 
Regulated Qualifications Framework.

CITF
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CSDG

Certificate for Specialists in Demand Guarantees (CSDG)

The Certificate for Specialists in Demand Guarantees 
qualification will develop students’ understanding in the use of 
guarantees, industry rules, legislation and the challenges relating 
to demand guarantees and standby credits. CSDG enables 
students to demonstrate a high level of expertise and improves 
knowledge and understanding of the complex issues associated 
with demand guarantee best practice.

The Certificate for Specialists in Demand Guarantees is a Level 4 
qualification registered with Ofqual in the Regulated 
Qualifications Framework (RQF).

Certificate in Trade Finance Compliance (CTFC) 

This qualification gives you the technical knowledge to succeed in 
trade finance compliance and the ability to apply expertise in a 
professional setting. It is a valuable benchmark for Trade Finance 
Operations Staff, Relationship Managers, Bank Audit and 
Compliance Staff, and Risk Managers.  

The CTFC is a Level 4 qualification registered with Ofqual in the 
Regulated Qualifications Framework.

CTFC

#
#
#
#


CertPAY

Certificate in Principles of Payments (CertPAY)

This industry-focused qualification enables you to develop 
specialist knowledge and skills relating to products, purpose, 
structure and inherent risks associated with payments. Available 
to study worldwide, CertPAY is suitable for anyone working in the 
sector including payments specialists, managers, and operational, 
compliance and risk team members. If you work in, or aspire to 
work in, the payments industry, completing CertPAY will 
demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of the sector, 
and provide a formal recognition of your professionalism.

The Certificate in Principles and payments is a Level 3 
qualification. This qualification is registered with Ofqual.

Certificate in Supply Chain Finance (CSCF) 

The Certificate in Supply Chain Finance is relevant if you work or 
are aspiring to work within an area dealing with Supply Chain 
Finance (SCF).

You will develop an understanding of the standard definitions for 
techniques of SCF, how to identify funding gaps as a result of 
trade cycle analysis, understand clients’ needs and develop your 
skills in structuring and implementing SCF solutions.

The Certificate in Supply Chain Finance is a Level 4 qualification 
registered with Ofqual in the Regulated Qualifications 
Framework (RQF).

CSCF
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3. Invitation to join ITFA 
Emerging Leaders

As a global trade finance industry body, the International 
Trade & Forfaiting Association (ITFA) runs the ITFA Emerging 
Leaders programme, an initiative which is crucial to ensuring 
the industry’s sustainability and growth in the future. By 
joining this programme, you will be invited to join ITFA 
Emerging Leaders, which includes networking events and 
meetups around the world and the opportunity to tune into 
webinars, free of charge.

20 Runners Up - Entry to ITFA’s Emerging Leader of 2020 
Competition: https://itfa.org/itfa-emerging-leader-of-2020/ 
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Timelines

1/5

Application Deadline

Applicants apply. Applicants 
notified within 1 week, to confirm 

eligibility for the programme. 
Participants then work with TFG 
Editorial team to scope content

Content Submission 
Deadline

Participants submit their final 
piece of content

25/5

Judging

Submissions are judged by a 
panel (TFG and LIBF), which 

announces the winners publicly 
the following week

08/6

Training

Winners are contacted and invited 
to enrol onto an LIBF course of 

their choice

20/7
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